Straight talk with...George Daley. Interview by Elie Dolgin.
In 2008, the method of taking skin cells from people suffering from disease and transforming them into embryonic-like stem cells was heralded as the 'breakthrough of the year' by publications such as Time magazine. Two years on, so-called induced pluripotent stem (iPS) cells are just beginning to shed new light on disease biology. From day one of this burgeoning area of study, stem cell pioneer George Daley of Children's Hospital in Boston, who developed the first library of disease-specific iPS cells lines, has remained involved in this fast-paced field. Ahead of the June annual meeting of the International Society for Stem Cell Research (ISSCR) in San Francisco, Elie Dolgin spoke to Daley about when and how reprogrammed stem cells will deliver.